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As with many birds of prey, major 
autumn flights typically occur on days 
of northwest winds with clear to partly 
cloudy skies, which usually follow the 
recent passage of a low-pressure front.  











Broad-winged Hawk 



General	  Nature	  and	  Origins	  of	  the	  
Birds	  of	  California	  

•  Not a unique assemblage peculiar to this particular political unit. 

•  A pulsating river of birdlife that comprises the birds of the Americas 
and other birds around the world. 

•  For convenience are grouped as: 
–  Residents (about 135): Birds that mainly do not enter/leave the 

state and/or move very far. 
–  Regular Migrants (about 250): “Regular” seasonal visitors to the 

state. 
–  Vagrants (over 250 and counting): Birds whose breeding ranges 

and migratory routes “normally” distribute them elsewhere in 
North America or the world. 



Hermit Warbler 



Migratory Bird Navigation 

•  Research shows birds use a 
bicoordinate system in which 
they may sense at least 2 global 
coordinates: 

•  Migratory Birds Use: 
•  Landmarks  
•  Celestial clues 
•  Geomagnetism 
•  Other clues (e.g. ultrasound, 

smell)	  
•   Some aspects of migration are 

learned (e.g. stars) others innate 
(e.g. compass) 



White-crowned Sparrow Homing Abilities  



Indigo Bunting Fledglings Learn The Night Sky 



Migratory Clues: 
Geomagnetism  

& the Sun 



Vagrancy in Birds 
•  Vagrancy occurs almost exclusively in birds that are migratory or tend to 

wander in search of food or/and more favorable conditions. 
•  For the following reasons: 

1.  Drift: When birds migrating in adverse weather conditions (i.e. rain, 
headwinds) drift downwind to save energy in hopes of finding suitable 
habitat.  

2.  Misorientation: Birds traveling in the “wrong” direction or/and right 
direction for the “wrong” amount of time.  

3.  Overshooting: Birds overshooting their “stopping” area traveling too 
fast for the right amount of time or too long at the right speed. 

4.  Dispersal: Regular or intermitent dispersal movements often due to 
food, habitat or/and temperature changes.  

5.  Association: Usually, birds with a strong group instinct travel with the 
the wrong species (usually closely related). 

6.  Disorientation: Birds that are truly and temporarily disoriented due to 
poor weather conditions or other causes 

7.  False Vagrancy: Birds that may be visiting an area regularly, but their 
presence is recorded with only a few sightings. 



California Vagrants 

•  Most of California’s vagrants (over 42%) 
originate from areas in North America which 
have and “eastern” bias.  

•  Mirror-image misorientation may account for the 
appearance of several eastern birds. 

•  American wood-warblers are the largest group 
represented in California (Over 43 species 
recorded in most years- most during the Fall) 

•  The majority of the records are for juveniles. 



Black-‐and-‐white	  Warbler	  



Palm Warbler 
Marin County, California 



Black-throated Blue Warbler 
(Marin County, California) 



Prairie Warbler 
(Marin County, California) 



Vagrant	  Traps	  



Plant	  Communi&es	  in	  Point	  Reyes	  



Landbird	  Migrant	  Hun&ng	  

•  Seasonal window for landbird vagrants 
during the Fall is Mid-August through 
October. 

•  The ideal vagrant weather during this 
period of time is light winds in any 
direction, except northwest, and overcast 
skies (100% cloud cover).  



Birding	  the	  O.P.	  



Field Trip 

Outer Point Reyes 

Meet at the Lighthouse  
at Point Reyes National 

Seashore 
at  8:30 a.m.  


